Parent Power in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) and Croatia
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Open University researchers have been working with parents of children with disabilities in BiH and in Croatia to produce a report which shows how families and professionals can work together in developing high quality care.
Based on a participative qualitative methodology, parents in BiH and Croatia shared their views, and discussed their recommendations in relation to the care and support available for their children. The study has identified promising examples of inclusion, grassroots parents’ activism and models of cooperation between parents and practitioners.

Parents’ organisations were unanimously viewed as a valuable resource for both parents and children, often serving as a first point of reference for a family as well as helping overcome gaps in state services. This study has identified an important principle – that parents’ organisation can serve as a vehicle for inclusion, and more state and international resources need to be invested in supporting advocacy and capacity building of these organisations.
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To access a copy of the full report:

Croatian http://oro.open.ac.uk/33183/15/Final_Open_Society_Report_Croatian.pdf
Bosnian 
http://oro.open.ac.uk/33183/12/Final_Open_Society_report_-_Bosanski.pdf
English 
http://oro.open.ac.uk/33183/7/F9D13E86.pdf
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